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Week 10 Term 3

Welcome to Week 10 of Term 3. The last week of term! A special thank you to Leanne who
stepped in as my sub editor and created the newsletter on Monday. I did receive a reminder
when I was in at school on Saturday and still forgot to get this done before we headed off on
our excursion. Thank you!
Our last day is Friday the 23rd Sept and our first day back Term 4 is Monday the 10th Oct.
Stage 3 had a wonderful trip to Canberra with all students making themselves, their school and
their families proud. The food was great and each day’s activities were exciting to say the least.
Thank you so much to Mrs Leahy, Mr Lambert, Mrs Smith, Lianna and Julie for making this trip
possible. There are many hours involved behind the scenes to pull off an excursion experience
of this magnitude and the staff involved did an incredible job.
I have also received feedback from the Billabong Zoo excursion indicating that a great day was
had by all. Staff and students had an enjoyable, if not exhausting day.
Some very exciting news from the Regional Spelling Bee Finals on Monday with Lucy Smith winning the day! This is an incredible achievement. Lucy was joined on the day by Mitchel Smith.
Lucy must now travel down to Sydney to represent our school and region. Well done Lucy! We
are very proud of you. Well done also to Adam and Daniel who contested the Senior Competition on Friday via video conference.
This week we have Mrs Smith away on Long Service Leave, so I will be on class for the week. I
may not be as easy to contact as usual, so please let Anne, Leanne or Julie know in the office if
you need to see me or if I need to give you a ring. I am so looking forward to getting back into
the classroom and I am sure that 65S and I will have a great time exploring their learning goals.
Our Support Classes are heading to the movies on Wednesday to check out The Secret Life of
Pets. I have seen the trailer for this movie and it looks great! I am sure that the kids will have a
great time and will enjoy exploring the various aspects of this story when they return to school.
Mrs Leahy will be away on Thursday and Friday on Long Service Leave and will be replaced by
Ms Tarling and Mrs Inchley. Mrs Baker will be away on Friday and will be replaced by Mrs
Trudgett. Ms Tsujimoto will be away on Friday and will be replaced by Mrs Baldwin.
Some great news to celebrate at the end of our term. 20 of our students from Stage 2 and
Stage 3 recently sat for the ICAS exams in Maths and English. These exams are sat by the most
capable students throughout Australasia, some 40,000 participants. Traditionally our school
uses these test to expose students to high pressure exam situations and support our students
who need extension through more challenging activities. They are competing with the most
capable students across Australasia. It is more about the process than results in regards to this
activity and we occasionally receive a couple of top 40% scores. This year, however the students (and teachers) have excelled themselves. Sonja Stone and Ava Lennox Miles received Distinctions (top 10%) in English. Top 30% results received a credit, with Adam Griffiths and Mia
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Menzies making this grade in Maths. The top 40% receive a Merit Certificate, with Hayley Jacob Harju and Mitchel
Smith achieving this result in English and Brooke Heather in Maths. These results are an incredible achievement
for our school and the students involved! Never before have our kids performed so well on such a high level exam.
Well done to all involved! Very exciting!
I do have some homework for our parents and carers during the holidays! As the work ethic and engagement of
our students improves, then our expectations of behaviour also increase. Classroom engagement is at an all-time
high so many behaviours that have often gone unnoticed are now not meeting our new benchmarks and expectations. Our rate of improvement as a school and as individuals across all areas of NAPLAN testing would suggest
that we are well and truly on the way to helping these great kids achieve to their full potential in all areas of their
learning and development. I would like to pick the brains of some of our parents and carers about their child’s interactions at school, our current systems, how we respond and the support that their child needs to more fully
reach their potential. This work shop will involve all interested parties and hopefully some open and honest discussions around taking our school forward into 2017. Please return the slip below if you would be interested in
attending these planning meetings in Term 4.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

NAME_____________________________
Are you interested in having your say about your child’s education with a workshop? Yes_____No______
Please return slip to Front Office
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Thank you so much to our whole school community for their support this term. Your willingness to work with us to
solve the many varied and complicated issues that arise throughout the school year is a real feature of our school.
Our kids are learning at a rate faster than the state average. It is your support that enables us to achieve these
wonderful results. Enjoy your break and I look forward to an exciting and engaging Term 4.
Have a happy and safe holiday.
Todd.

Class Merit Awards
KE: Danikah Dollin, Tiana Ferguson, 2/1M: Cohen Johnson, Durell Cohen, 2/1D:
Charlotte Ridgeway, Charles Jones, Miranda Mackney, 2/1F: Charlie Smith, Josh
Smith, Blake Langhans, Cameron Simon-Wilson, 4/3H: Zoltan Edmunds,
4/3W: Zac Urquhart, Joel Burke, Jake Duckett, 4/3D: Thomas Farnsworth, Maddison Gordon-Lichaa, Kyan Jarrett-Marks, 6/5L: Dominic Hoffman, Christa Parker, 6/5S: Patrick Bagnell, Marley Dahlstrom, 6/5N: Alex Parker, Olivia Bowen.
Class of the Week:
SCB & 2/1F
Congratulations!

Billabong Zoo Excursion

K-2 Excursion to Billabong Zoo
On 13th September K-2 travelled to Port Macquarie to the Billabong Koala and Wildlife Park by bus. Miss McArthur was in
charge of the travel sick bags and thank goodness, we didn’t need to use any!!!! The children were very excited and some had
designed their own idea of what a wildlife park might look like and what animals they might see there. We had looked on the
Billabong Zoo website to look at some of the animals we were going to see and we were especially excited to see SHREK the
giant crocodile!!!!
When we arrived we went straight in to see the koalas and we all got to pat one koala. One of the Koalas was named Harley
and our Harley got to give him a special pat just because they share the same name. The albino kangaroos were a favourite,
but unfortunately they were in the animal rest area and didn’t want to be petted while we were there. Many of the kids got to
see a baby joey out of it’s mothers pouch and some even got close enough to pat some of the kangaroos.
The snow leopards were being very lazy, laying around in their little cave and were not providing too much excitement at all,
but the kids were quite taken with the red pandas who were busy eating and walking around their little house up in the trees.
We also spotted a rare native- a tradie!! He was working very hard building bird aviaries for the new birds coming to live at
Billabong in the near future. He was working near the Wedge Tailed Eagle and Cockatoo complex near the Alexandrine parrots
and Sun Conures.
OK. Without doubt, the all-time favourite was Shrek the giant crocodile. Shrek is a massive croc and we were very glad we
were behind the glass and cage that Shrek lives in. He is enormous!!! It was interesting learning about the huge crocodile and
how he was considered a rogue croc in The Northern Territory before he was relocated to Billabong to be looked after. He
must like having a safe environment to live in and being fed every single day because he was very well behaved while we were
there. He didn’t try to eat any teachers or kids, so that was definitely good!
We all had a fantastic day and would like to thank all of our fantastic kids for not losing any teachers or SLSO’s and keeping us
in sight all day without any of us getting hurt or injured. Thanks K-2!!!

Canberra Excursion

Canberra was brilliant because we went to Skyzone and I did a front flip into the foam
pit. At the War Memorial I found the HMAS Vampire which was awesome. Alex

My favourite part of the trip was Skyzone, the Chinese
Restaurant and Mrs Smith being jealous of me being
able to use chopsticks. Olivia Lane

I enjoyed the 6.2m slide at Questacon.
Damon Simon Wilson

I liked Questacon and I chickened out on the 6.2m giant drop.
Krista Craig

Stage 3 students last week undertook an educational tour of the national capital. Students had the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the
excursion the Australian Government will be contributing funding of $30 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate Program towards the excursion costs. The Rebate will be paid directly
to the school now that the excursion has been completed.
Stage 3 were asked what their favourite part of the excursion was….
When we had Chinese I learnt how to use chopsticks. Adam
When we were at Questacon I went on the 6 metre drop. It was fun! Angus
At Canberra I liked Chinese the best. I loved the honey chicken and the fried rice. Charlie
My favourite place was when we went to the tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the War Memorial. It gave me
goosebumps! Christa
When we were at Questacon I went on the 6 metre drop. It was fun! Izabelle
At Skyzone, Dodgeball was fun. I did about 180 flips all together. Josh
My favourite part of the Canberra trip was Skyzone. I liked the basketball hoop because I didn’t know how high I
could jump with a trampoline. Riley
My favourite thing was hanging out with my friends and I enjoyed the War Memorial too. Ethan
We all had a great time in Canberra. Skyzone and Questacon were exciting and we learnt a lot at the War Memorial
and the Parliament Houses. Mr. Leahy
When we all went to Canberra we had a great time because some of us faced our fears and had fun. My favourite
part was Skyzone. Lacey
In Canberra we had lots of fun jumping at Skyzone, shopping at Questacon and eating delicious food at the chines
restaurant. Lewina
Canberra was extraordinary because of Questacon and Skyzone and my favourite bit was going down the 6 metre
slide at Questacon. Zane
Canberra was fun and interesting. 10 pin bowling was awesome and I liked Skyzone & Questacon the most! Jack
Canberra was very exciting and so fun. I loved Sky zone, Parliament House, the War Memorial and the tour guides
were interesting and cool! Olivia
The place I liked the most was Skyzone because it had a lot of trampolines and fun activities to do. Hayley Griffin
My favourite place in Canberra was Skyzone because there were trampolines and my favourite was jumping into
the sponges. Makayla Donovan
I liked Questacon because it has all different levels and the last level is the best because it has a giant drop of 6.2m,
which I went down twice. Aynsley McEachran
I liked Questacon and the giant drop slide. Yolanda Jones
I enjoyed Questacon because I got to see my nan and uncle. Marley Dahlstrom
My favourite part about the Canberra excursion was Skyzone. Daniel McElroy
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Beef Burger with
Cheese

Hot Dog & Sauce

Price: $6.00

Price: $3.50

Fettuccine with Chicken, Sundried Tomatoes
& Pesto Sauce

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Price: $4.50 small
$6.50 large

Community News
There is a Basketball Camp for
novice to experienced players
running for 2 days in Coffs Harbour during the school holidays.
See attached flyer. Yusuf has
played NBA for the Brisbane
Spartans and been the Captain
of the Somalian Basketball
team. If your child is interested,
register online or contact Yusuf
at email:
hardknocksacadmy@gmail.com

The Secret Life of Pets
Majestic Cinemas is inviting kids to go
on a Treasure Hunt, to find Pets at selected shops at Nambucca Plaza.
The offer is only valid while they are
playing Secret Life of Pets at
Nambucca Majestic Cinema.
Join in this Treasure Hunt for a discounted ticket price of $9.90!

For more information visit www.families.nsw.gov.au

Be the best parent you can be
With Triple P Seminars – Positive Parenting Program
Triple P is a parenting program for all families that
provides
practical answers to everyday parenting concerns
To find out more or to book into a free seminar
please contact
Phone: Terri on 6568 1474 or Email: fsscoordinator@lifetimeconnect.org.au

Triple P Seminars:
Session 1: Thursday 13th October 2016 THE POWER OF POSITIVE PARENTING
Session 2: Thursday 20th October 2016 RAISING CONFIDENT,
COMPETENT CHILDREN
Session 3: Thursday 27th October 2016 RAISING RESILIENT
CHILDREN
Time: 10 am – 12 noon
Where: 157 Mann Street, Nambucca Heads (between Family
Day Care and Eco Store)

FREE childcare is available – BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

